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	Summary: 
This report provides members with a summary of the proposals contained in BESL’s planning application for Compartments 29 and 30 (Oulton, Blundeston and Flixton Marshes) on the true right bank of the River Waveney and Oulton Dyke. The report also outlines officers’ views on the proposals upon which members’ comments are welcomed.


1
Background

1.1
Compartments 29 and 30 are located on the true right bank of the River Waveney and Oulton Dyke between Fisher Row and the northern Blundeston sluice.  The compartment is protected by 3,729m of earth floodbanks with erosion protection provided by reed rond and a combination of steel sheet piling and timber piling.

1.2
There is a formal Broads Authority 24-Hour mooring in Compartment 29 at the Dutch Tea Gardens site which will be unaffected by the proposed works.
2
Need for Flood Defence Improvements

2.1
The effectiveness of the existing flood defences in the Compartments has reduced over time due to the combined effects of bank settlement and deterioration of piling.  The defences provide protection for the grazing marshes and the Norwich to Lowestoft railway line.  The defences also provide direct protection for the Suffolk Wildlife Trust Oulton Marshes Nature Reserve.  The total area of land protected by the defences is approximately 270ha.  Without the proposed flood defence works being carried out the existing defences will become more vulnerable to overtopping and breach.  Works in these compartments are also required to prevent seepage through the banks.
3
BESL’s Proposals for Compartments 29 and 30
3.1
BESL’s proposals for Compartments 29 and 30 are summarised in table 1 and shown in detail on the plans at appendix 1.

Table 1

	Proposed Works
	Length (m)



	Strengthen
	2635


	Rollback 
	439


	Setback and remove piles
	655



3.2
The main BESL’s proposals for Compartment 7 are to strengthen the existing floodwall.  Officers consider that these works will have little or no effect on the navigation.  
3.3
Floodbank setback and piling removal is proposed for two locations in

compartment 29.  The piling in these locations is in poor condition and not suitable for mooring purposes.  One of the setback areas is in the vicinity of the Dutch Tea Gardens site and officers have been in discussions with BESL regarding the design of this setback in order to maximise the opportunity for dredging disposal on this site.  BESL has cooperated with the Authority and is proposing a design which will allow a dredging disposal site to be developed.  This piling in front of the proposed disposal site will be retained to allow for dredged material to be placed in the setback area.  These works also have the potential to deliver benefits in terms of habitat creation.  Officers welcome the opportunity that will be provided by the proposed setback works in these compartments for dredging disposal in the Oulton Broad area and appreciate the fact that BESL has worked closely with the Authority on the design of the scheme.    
3.4
Rollback and piling removal is also proposed for the first section of Oulton

Dyke from Fisher Row.  The majority of this piling is timber piling which is in extremely poor condition and unsuitable for mooring purposes.  There is, however, a section of steel sheet piling at the very end of Fisher Row which BESL propose to retain so that it can be used for informal mooring.  Oulton Parish Council has approached the Authority to ask if there is scope for upgrading this piling as a partnership project as it considers the area to be the Oulton Parish Staithe.  Officers will be discussing the potential for this with BESL.  A further 30 metres of piling which is in good condition will also be retained in Oulton Dyke and officers will also discuss the potential for using this to provide further informal mooring or improved angling access as part of the same partnership project.
3.5
Some erosion protection is proposed and officers will ask for the detailed specification of this to be conditioned if the application receives planning permission.

3.6
Erosion monitoring will be required to ensure that piling removal will not

adversely effect the navigation and officers will discuss and agree the scope of the monitoring protocol BESL intend to use before the application is considered by the Planning Committee.

4
Conclusions
4.1
Aside from the valuable flood defences the proposals will provide for Oulton, Blundeston and Flixton Marshes, the application has the potential to deliver a number of additional benefits over and above the flood defence works.
4.2
As mentioned at paragraph 3.3 above the two areas of floodbank setback proposed in the application will provide strategically important dredging disposal areas for dredgings from Oulton Broad.  
4.3
There are also opportunities to provide access enhancements for walkers and anglers in conjunction with the works.  Officers are discussing the potential for a partnership scheme with BESL and Oulton Parish Council to upgrade existing footpaths, provide angling access in Fisher Row and to upgrade the informal mooring area at Oulton Parish Staithe.
4.4
Provided that the appropriate specifications are agreed for piling, erosion protection, monitoring and channel marking, officers consider that the flood defence works proposed will have a limited effect on navigation.  The majority of the proposed work in the northern section of the compartments is for online strengthening of the existing earth floodbank which is set back from the river’s edge behind a wide reed rond.  This work will have an effect on the navigation.
4.5
BESL’s proposals present considerable opportunities for partnership working to provide access enhancements.  The proposals will also provide strategic dredging disposal sites and this is particularly to be welcomed.  
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